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Road fatalities across the EU+ 

Source: ETSC, SEETO 2 
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„Evolution“ of road fatalities in the EU 

  

 

Source: ADAC 
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„Evolution“ of road fatalities in the Balkans 

  

Source: SEETO 



What drives the evolution of road fatalities  
in a country (at the macro level)? 

 

• The overall economy? 

• The (road) safety climate? 

• The (road) safety culture? 

• … something else? 
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The overall economy? 

Source: WHO 6 

 
Yes, but  … differences remain 

also within high income 
countries! 



The (road) safety climate or culture? 
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What is safety climate  

or safety culture? 
 



Safety Climate vs. Safety Culture? 
 

Source: Janet Barnes-Farrell, TRA 2016 8 

”The shared values, actions,  
and behaviors that demonstrate a  

commitment to safety over  
competing goals and demands.“  



Top Ten Critical Elements of Safety Culture  
 

Source: 2011 US DOT Safety Council White Paper  9 

How to apply  
„Safety culture“  
to road safety? 

 



 
 

Source:http://www.trasacu.eu/ 10 

The TraSaCu-Project  
by KFV! 



Resources 
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Work Packages 
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http://www.trasacu.eu/home/ 

http://www.trasacu.eu/home/


Objectives - project & institutional 
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promoting … a cultural approach in 

road traffic safety research and accident 

prevention 

conducting a number of case 

studies of different traffic safety cultures 

across Europe  

developing an empirically grounded 

and theoretically adequate concept  

 

enlarging networks & contacs 

for future cooperations  

internationalisation of staff 

and image  

exchanging research experience, 

academic and non-academic 



        Case Study Albania - Shqipërisë 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Albania.svg


September, October 2015 

Fact Finding  
at Co-PLAN, Institute for Habitat Development  
POLIS University Tirana 

 

http://www.co-plan.org/en/
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Albania „… it„s the economy, stupid!“ 

17 

Elona Karafili 

POLIS University - International School of 

Architecture and Urban Development Policies 

Cluster Policies in CEE countries - The case of Albania  

• Albania faces issues such as high mistrust among 

businesses and stakeholders  

• low absorbing and adopting capacity for innovation and little 

genuine R&D  

• Albania is a developing country with a young capitalism … 

in stage 2 (efficiency) and should move to stage 3 (innovation)  

• Albanian people have consistently shown a strong 

entrepreneurship drive, but the trading balance is still in 

deficit 

• … goal to improve production / services and having a better 

access to neighboring countries and the EU 
 



Albania since 1990 
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Albania since 1990 
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Albanian Road - Motorization 
 
 

0

50

100

150

200

250
Numri i Automjeteve per 1000 Banore ne Shqiperi 

Shqiperia Bosnja dhe
Hercegovina

Maqedonia Serbia



Albanian Road - Road User Behaviour 



Albanian Road - Road User Behaviour 
Golden Rules 



Albanian Road - Accidents 
Road Users 
 



Albanian Road - Accidents 
Regions 
 



Albanian Road - Accidents 
Austria –Albania 
 

  
Austria Albania 

Inhabitants 8 million 3 million 

Traffic deaths 400 400 

… Pedestrians 18 % 36 % 



Albanian Road - Road User Behaviour 
Safety Performance Indicators (SPI) 
 
Road Side Observations 

1. Seat belt use 

2. Child seat use 

3. Indicator use 

4. Powered two-wheeler (PTW) helmet use 

5. Bicycle helmet use 

6. Pedestrian “giving way” violation 

7. Red light violation – car driver 

8. Red light violation - pedestrians 

9. Phone use 



Albanian Road - Road User Behaviour 
Expert Interviews 
 

Name / organization Field of expertise 

Eno Zeneli / Albanian Automobile 

Club  
Automobile Club,  

Nikolin Berxhiku / Ministry of 

Transport  

Traffic accident expert 

(statistics) 

  

Dritan Shutina / Co-PLAN Urban Planning 

Besnik Aliaj / Rector of POLIS 

University  
Urban Planning / Politics 

Xherahir Ngjeqarri / POLIS Politics of Transportation 

Erion Kristo /  “Activist”   Traffic safety expert – VRU 

Fatmir Hosha / Crash Investigator Technical Accident Analysis 

Mitat Tola / Director of Traffic Police Enforcement 

Entela Shkreli / Go2 VRU (healthy mobility) 

Adrian Shehu / CEO TCN Technology 



Albanian Road - Road User Behaviour 
Expert Interviews 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Erion Kristo is a well-known road security advocate in Albania,  
founder of the “digital accident map” and  

author of “The book of death. 

Erion Kristo 

Erion Kristo is a well-known road security advocate in Albania, and founder of 

the portal Accidents’ Digital Map*. He talked to the TraSaCu-Team of Co-PLAN 

(Gerti, Kejt) and KFV (Robert) at his office in Marin Barlet University, Tirana, on 

13th October 2015. 

How did your engagement “for life” start? I gave the book to virtually all 

stakeholders in the field of safety and security, starting from the prime 

minister, minister of interior, director of the police, as well as to a number of 

foreign ambassadors, as they were supposed to have a different perception of 

the situation. But the result was ‘nada’! So I decided to get more active myself, 

and not to wait for others to react, and I created a real gallery where people 

from all over Albania could post pictures of traffic accidents via social media, 

again with the aim of showing the absurdity of people dying or being injured 

when they just wanted to go from A to B. 

How is situation of traffic safety in Albania today?  ow, in 2015, actually lot of 

things are being done in the area of traffic safety, especially by the police, but 

the results are poor. Fines are collected, but not for the sake of safety. There is 

a strategic plan, but it is not consistently and forcefully being implemented. 

For example, the police has to improve its main function – to be a role model 

for safe and correct behaviour; only then it can enforce this behaviour on the 

road users with credibility and trust. And the police has to be given the 

technical means, like cameras, and adequate training. This is an Albanian 

problem, just compare the situation [of enforcement] in Albania with the one 

in Kosovo: all car drivers in Pristina would stop for pedestrians, I have not 

experienced this once in Tirana. 

I try to open the eyes of the people  

in Albania to the “everyday dying for 

nothing” because of mostly 

preventable, stupid accidents. 

To prevent further accidents from 

happening we have also to improve 

our systems of data collection – we 

need good quality data – and have 

this information analysed by experts. 

 



Resume – project & institutional 
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Road Side Observations 

Expert Interviews 

Country Report Albania 

Mutual insight into scope of work 

 

Networks of local experts 

Follow up of TraSaCu results 

through KFV in regional 

conferences (e.g. SEETO) 

Cooperation with POLIS-University 

in Transport Safety 

http://rfbauerblogger.tumblr.com/ 

http://rfbauerblogger.tumblr.com/
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Just like in  
other areas  

of transportation! 

Traffic Safety Culture 
- a sigificant driver affecting road safety! 



Faleminderit! 
 
Contact 

KFV (Kuratorium für Verkehrssicherheit)  

Schleiergasse 18 | A-1100 Wien  

Tel: +43-(0)5 77 0 77-0 | Fax: +43-(0)5 77 0 77-1186 

E-Mail: robert.bauer@kfv.at | www.kfv.at   

mailto:kfv@kfv.at
http://www.kvf.at/

