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Introduction to ETSC
 The European Transport Safety Council (ETSC) is a non-

governmental organisation promoting independent 
science-based approach to road safety

 Supported in our work by 57 member organisations 
across Europe. 

 Funded by our members, the European Commission and 
corporate sponsors

 Bringing together practitioners, researchers, policy-
makers and parliamentarians from across the EU



ETSC Network

http://www.kfv.at/
http://www.kfv.at/
http://www.moving-roadsafety.com/en/
http://www.moving-roadsafety.com/en/


Monitoring EU transport 
safety policy

Road Safety 
Performance Index (PIN)

Ranking EU countries‘ 
performances

SAFE & SOBER



25,964
people died in road 
traffic in the EU in 
2014 



% change in road deaths 
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1. GREECE -37%
2. MALTA -33%
3. PORTUGAL -32%

25. UK -3%
26. ESTONIA -1%
27. SWEDEN 1%



% change in road deaths 
2013-2014
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23. UK 5%
24. CZECH REPUBLIC 5%
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1. MALTA -44%
2. LUXEMBOURG -22%
3. NORWAY -21%





Road deaths per million 
inhabitants in 2014
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203,500
seriously injured in 
road traffic in the EU 
in 2014 

*

*Data from police records in 23 EU countries



Average annual 
reduction in deaths
In EU28

6.2%

Average annual 
reduction in recorded
serious injuries in EU28

2.6%



Why ETSC recommends setting a target now 
and for reducing MAIS3+ serious injuries

• Any target set in this decade can only be aspirational
• The 2001 target for reducing deaths was aspirational
• From 2001-2014 at least 10 countries across Europe 

have reduced serious injuries at similar rates to deaths
• So it is right for Europe’s ambition for reducing serious 
. injuries to be as challenging as for reducing deaths







The main killers on the roads
 Speeding

More than 1,300 road 
deaths could be 
prevented each year if 
average speeds 
dropped by ‘only’ 
1km/h on all roads 
across the EU.

Drink driving
At least 5,600 deaths 
could have been 
prevented if all drivers 
involved in accidents 
and reported to be 
driving over the limit 
had been sober.

Non use of seat belts
Around 8,600 car occupants survived serious 
crashes in 2012 because they wore a seat belt.



Vehicle safety: 
big opportunity 
in 2016



The problem of speed

• Drivers have slowed down since 2001

• Best progress has been made on 
motorways: around 30% of drivers 
exceed the speed limit on motorways

• But speed violations are still up to 70%
on rural roads (in Demark and Poland) 
and as many as 80% on urban roads
(Poland) 



What is 
Intelligent Speed Assistance?



Why ISA?



Drink-driving in the EU
The phenomenon is still widespread in the 
EU:

• Up to 1.5 - 2% of Km driven in the EU 
are driven with an illegal BAC

• Around 20% of all road deaths across 
the EU are alcohol-related (over 30% of 
driver deaths) 

• Alcohol related crashes are the leading 
cause of death in the age group 16-25



BAC limits 
across the EU

• An increasing number 
of countries are 
lowering their BAC 
limits to be in line with 
EU recommendation 
2001 on maximum BAC 
legal limit 

• 18 EU countries apply 
lower BAC for novice 
drivers (0.0 – 0.2)

• 18 EU countries apply 
lower BAC for 
professional drivers (0.0 
to 0.2 BAC)

Standard BAC BAC 
Commercial drivers

BAC  
Novice Drivers

Austria 0.5 0.1 0.1
Belgium 0.5 0.2 0.5
Bulgaria 0.5 0.5 0.5
Cyprus 0.22 0.22 0.22
Czech 0.0 0.0 0.0

Denmark 0.5 0.5 0.5
Estonia 0.2 0.2 0.2
Finland 0.5 0.5 0.5
France 0.5 0.5 (0.2 bus 

drivers)
0.5

Germany 0.5 0.0 0.0
Greece 0.5 0.2 0.2

Hungary 0.0 0.0 0.0
Ireland 0.5 0.5 0.2

Italy 0.5 0.0 0.0
Latvia 0.5 0.5 0.2

Lithuania 0.4 0.2 0.2
Luxembourg 0.5 0.2 0.2

Malta 0.8 0.8 0.8
Netherlands 0.5 0.5 0.2

Poland 0.2 0.2 0.2

Portugal 0.5 0.2 0.2
Romania 0.0 0.0 0.0
Slovakia 0.0 0.0 0.0
Slovenia 0.5 0.0 0.0

Spain 0.5 0.3 0.3
Sweden 0.2 0.2 0.2

UK (except
Scotland)

0.8 0.8 0.8



• Increasingly used across 
Europe

• Reoffending rates in 
Finland reduced from 30% 
to 6% with use of interlocks

• Already compulsory on 
school buses in France and 
Finland.  

Should be mandatory for 
professional vehicles and all 
cars should have a standard 
interface to enable use when 
needed.

Alcohol Interlocks



Alcohol interlock 
rehabilitation programmes
• Increasingly used 
across Europe for 
professional drivers 
and in rehabilitation 
programs for drink 
driving offenders

•Reoffending rates in 
Finland reduced from 
30% to 6% with use 
of interlocks





• The seat belt remains the single most 
effective safety feature in vehicles

• Seat belt use is mandatory on all seats

BUT reminder alerts only on driver 
seat

• Wearing rates vary greatly across 
Europe

Seat Belt Reminders



Seat belt wearing rates

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

RS IT EL SK PL HU LV CY BE AT ES CH FI IE SI DK UK NL PT CZ EE FR SE DE

Front seats Rear seats



Summing up
 Challenge to meet the 2020 50% 

target
 Need to tackle the three main 

killers, via enforcement, 
infrastructure improvements and 
vehicle safety

 Start implementing injury reduction 
strategies, involving the health 
sector



EU should
 Introduce serious injury reduction 

target
 Adopt a fully-fledged strategy to 

tackle serious injuries 
 Prioritise the extension of in-vehicle 

safety technologies linked to the key 
risk factors



www.etsc.eu/PIN
@etsc_eu
dovile.adminaite@etsc.eu


